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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Insight is a new, dynamic tool for the senior phase in Curriculum for Excellence (CfE)It is a benchmarking tool and a tool for professional reflection and self-evaluationIt emphasises the connectedness and coherence inherent in CfE



Insight - Aligned with CfE

Reflects performance within 
a school’s context 

Aims to help ‘raise 
attainment for all’ 
and reduce the gap 
between higher and 
lower attainers

Outcomes focussed: 
in the Senior Phase

Provides the ability to look at 
different cohorts of pupils

Measures 
attainment and 
achievement at 
point of exit from 
school
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Insight is a benchmarking tool and also a tool for professional reflection and self-evaluation, with the aim of continuous improvement.It is focused on outcomes for pupils and the four key national measures take attainment and achievement at the point of exit from school. This reflects the innovative approaches found in CfE in the senior phase in schools and also that no longer do we expect everyone to do the same things at the same time with the same groups of pupils.Insight also allows us to look at different cohorts of pupils, such as boys, girls, pupils with EAL and looked after pupils.Insight takes account of a school’s context, including making use of the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation. A key aim of Insight is that it will give us the toolkit to ‘close the gap’ which is a key national priority.



A tool for professional reflection
• Access for all secondary 

school staff
• Aims to encourage 

professional reflection 
and collaborative 
working

• Prompts reflective 
questions
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Insight is, above all, a tool for professional reflection.All staff will have access to Insight and will be encouraged to engage with it as part of their work as reflective professionals.This could happen through individual work and also in collaborative and collegiate working within and between schools.



A dynamic benchmarking tool
• Easy and intuitive to use
• Provides a rounded picture of performance
• Measures units where appropriate
• Includes a wide range of SCQF credit-rated 

awards and learning programmes: SQA and, 
increasingly, others 
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Insight is deliberately aimed at all school staff. It is hoped that staff throughout a school will be able to engage with Insight, including classroom teachers, faculty groups, pupil support teams, principal teachers and senior leaders.It has been designed, from the very first, to be easy and intuitive to use, making use of dashboards and various filters.It gives a rounded picture of performance by considering SQA courses, units (whether stand-alone or as parts of courses) and other award providers.



Inclusion of wider awards
• Wider awards must meet set criteria:

- Be on the SCQF
- Fit CfE principles
- Meet Insight technical requirements
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Wider awards must meet the criteria of being aligned with the principles of Curriculum for Excellence, be on the SCQF framework and be able to meet Insight’s technical requirements (for example, being able to work with Scottish Candidate Numbers). ‘Wider awards’ will be an increasing feature of Insight in years to come. 



‘National’ and ‘Local’ Measures
• National measures

– At the point of exit from school
– Leavers’ cohort
– ‘big ticket’ items, eg: destinations; literacy and 

numeracy; attainment for all; ‘closing the gap’

• Local measures
– Performance of cohorts 
– Pupils as they go through the senior phase
– Curricular areas and courses



Insight and the College Sector
• Wider recognition of partnerships in general 

(eg CLD)
• School - college partnerships
• Base Centre and Presenting Centre
• Developing Young Workforce
• Scottish Candidate Number
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We have been working with a range of awards providers who wish to be included in the toolThere are set criteria: they must be on the SCQF, fit with CfE principles and meet specific technical requirementsThe tool is just one way in which wider achievement should e.g. pupil profiles, school handbooks and inspectionsAwards should be planned around the needs of the learner, whether they are in the tool or not. Those awards that are not included can be equally valuable to the learner.Insight is just one way in which information will be provided on wider achievement and other approaches such as profiling, standards and quality reporting and school handbooks are as important for promoting and recognising the full range of young people’s wider achievements across the school.



Updating Insight
September 2014

August 2015

February 2016

Local measures 
updated

National measures 
updated

Local measures 
updated

National measures 
updated

February 2015
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Dashboards (including the four National Measures) will be updated every January/FebruaryFor the leavers of the previous sessionLocal Measures (courses, subjects and curricular areas) will be updated every August For the cohort chosen by the user (ie whether leavers or not)For the session just endedThis ties in with the annual improvement planning cycle, in which the school’s strategic plan will be updated in the spring using the national measures, while in the late summer the departmental / faculty reviews etc will focus on performance in the most recent awards diet.



The Dashboard Learning 
Partners

Virtual 
Comparator

Intuitive 
dashboard

National 
measures
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As soon as the user signs on to Insight, the four national measures appear on the screen:Increasing post-school participation (school leavers in a positive destination)Improving attainment in literacy and numeracy Improving attainment for allTackling disadvantage by improving the attainment of lower attainers relative to higher attainers (attainment versus deprivation)Thus there is never any doubt as to what the most important measures are: they are there as soon as the user signs onInsight makes use of an interactive dashboard, which allows the user to drill down into any of the measures



• http://insight.scotxed.net

http://insight.scotxed.net/
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