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Hot Topic – copyright licensing and legislation 
 

• Copyright ‘blanket’ licences (CLA for example) are not compulsory 
• If your college doesn’t need them, don’t buy them 
• Copyright licensing costs Scottish Colleges approx. £700,000 per annum 
• How much does copyright licensing cost your college? 

o Do you consider the licences good value for money? 
o Are they fit for purpose? 
o Are they an insurance policy? 

• Is one person or section in charge of copyright? 
• You will benefit from a centralised approach to copyright licensing 
• Does your college have a copyright policy? 
• Does your college include copyright awareness in a Staff Development 

programme? 
• Do you have copyright guidelines? 

o On “conventional” copyright? 
o On the “alternative copyright landscape”? 

 Legislated educational exceptions 
 Open Educational Resources/Creative Commons licensing 
 Copyright free/cleared resources 
 TES resources 
 ITunes University 
 Open University/Open learning 

• Do you have a view on the use of YouTube in your college? 
 
How can Colleges Scotland and the College Development Network help you? 

• Copyright audit 
• Online copyright course with SCQF accreditation (CDN) 
• Preparation of policy 
• Preparation of guidelines 
• Delivery of staff awareness of the future of copyright 
• Delivery of student awareness of the future of copyright 

 
• Copyright is an enabler – not an obstruction 
• Copyright must be respected 
• Copyright infringement must be guarded against – anyone received a Getty letter? 
• Copyright infringement may result in financial penalty – reputational loss could be 

much more damaging 
• We live in the digital age – images, videos, texts, sounds can all be cut, copied, 

pasted, transmitted, distributed, posted online very quickly, without loss of quality – 
BUT everything that is transmitted can now be traced – viz the Getty letter. 
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