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The Assessment of 

Risk From Fire 
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The Legislation & Relevant Guidance
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The Fire Risk 

Assessment

What MUST be recorded by law!

As appropriate for size & 

nature of premises and 

activities, have;

•Effective planning

•Organisation

•Control

•Monitoring, and

•Reviewing

The fire safety measures

‘Specified Information’  

is;

•Significant findings

•Measures already 

taken

•Measures still to be 

taken

•Person or groups of 

persons especially at 

risk from fire
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Competent person - described as;

“where he has sufficient 

training and 

experience, or 

knowledge and 

other qualities to 

enable him properly to 

assist in undertaking 

the preventive and 

protective measures”.
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Fire Risk Assessment Competency Council –
Competency Criteria for Fire Risk Assessors 

• Small/Low Risk Premises

• Larger/Complex Premises

• Possibly an employee, who;

• Understands current best fire 

safety practice

• Is aware of own limitations

• Is willing to obtain external help

• Probably appropriately 

qualified, who;

• Can demonstrate evidence of 

knowledge & experience

• Is a member of a professional body

• Has knowledge of ‘the competences’
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What We Will Cover

The Assessment  of Risk From Fire

The law and Relevant Guidance

Behaviour of Fire in Premises

Means of Escape

Passive Fire Protection

Active Fire Protection

Human Behaviour & Fire

Management  Aspects 

Fire Prevention
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How to carry out a Fire Risk Assessment 

- Four step approach?

Pre-visit research

On-site interrogation

On-site inspection

The report
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On-site “interrogation” (information gathering) 

Fire Risk 

Assessment

Detailing

Fire 

Policy

Duty holder 

(normally the 

employer)

Evacuation

strategy

Competent

Person(s)

Calling the

F&RS

Using fire 

extinguishers

Shut down

procedures

Emergency 

evacuation

plan

Fire 

wardens

Persons

needing

assistance

Staff

training

Assembly

Point(s)

Fire 

drills
Preventive & 

protective testing & 

maintenance
Fire log book
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On-site inspection (information gathering) 

Where to start?
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On-site inspection (information gathering) 

Relevant 

Persons

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjK8IOnvPnTAhUCBBoKHXRaDIcQjRwIBw&url=http://www.model-engineer.co.uk/forums/postings.asp?th%3D53532&psig=AFQjCNHLviYbAazO5DtV-qge5wdn443E-A&ust=1495197873855168
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On-site inspection (information gathering) 
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The report (the fire risk assessment)

Introduction 

including 

description of 

premises

Person or persons 

especially at risk 

from fire

Summary of 

significant 

findings

Managing the risks 

(acknowledgement & 

evaluation of measures 

already taken)
Measures still to 

be taken

Photographs 

Timescales for 

implementation of 

measures still to be 

taken

Executive summary

Bibliography 



THE UK’s NATIONAL FIRE SAFETY ORGANISATION

Protecting people, property, business and the environment

Review considerations
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Thank you for your attention –

Any Questions?

Neil Cheyne, MA, MIFireE, MCMI

ncheyne@thefpa.co.uk
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