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Introduction to the Turing Scheme 

The Turing Scheme is a government 
program offering education providers the 
opportunity to apply for funding to support 
their students with study and work 
placements around the world (Department 
for Education, 2025). The scheme 
provides opportunities for students to 
develop their skills further in an 
international context, boost employability, 
develop language and culture skills as well 
as gaining an opportunity to travel which 
may not be possible for them in their 
circumstances. Additional Turing Scheme 
funding is available for students from 
disadvantaged and underrepresented 
backgrounds and those with special 
educational or additional needs and 
disabilities (SEND). So perfect for our 
further education (FE) learners with 
approx 36% of school leavers from 
SIMD20 moving on to college (Colleges 
Scotland, 2025), alongside 23% of 
students having a recorded disability – 
although this number is much higher due 
to undiagnosed additional support needs 
(ASN) and likely to rise as 40.5% of all 
school pupils in Scotland in 2024 have an 
ASN (Scottish Government, 2025). 

So, with successful funding in place Forth 
Valley College planned an exciting 
exchange program to benefit the skills of 
our creative industry students. This article 
focusses on two trips to Belgium with 
Visual Communications, Photography and 
Media students. 

 

Visual Communication Trip 

In February 2025, eleven Visual 
Communication students, from both our 
first and second year cohorts, travelled to 
Mons in Belgium to start a 14-day visit 
exploring different approaches to teaching 
and learning alongside cultural trips. 
Staying in a hotel in central Mons allowed 
access to explore the town on foot as well 
as easy access to the train station for 
further travel. With Mons being close to 
the French border and with excellent rail 
links (when they were not on strike) it was 
the perfect destination to allow travel 
across Belgium and further afield. 

In the first week the students took part in a 
two-day visit to Haute École Louvain en 
Hainaut (HelHa), an institution already 
linked with our Visual Communication 
course in Stirling as we welcome 2-3 
students per year on exchange. The 
students took part in a graphic design task 
with the Belgian lecturers, designing a 
new beer can design for a fruity new beer 
launching in summer 2025. The two 
lecturers from Stirling took on the exciting, 
but daunting, task of delivering a poster 
project on our very own Scottish Tunnocks 
brand to three cohorts of Belgian students 
(60-70 students in total) with a sprinkling 
of Scottish thrown in. The second week 
we returned to finish off projects and for 
an exhibition of work, mingling with the 
Belgian students and chatting through 
different design concepts in the created 
work. 
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As well as learning and teaching, cultural 
trips were high on the agenda with trips to 
local museums and galleries such as 
CAP/The Museum of Fine Arts in Mons 
(where we bumped into a former HelHa 
student who had been on exchange to 
Stirling), the Mundaneum (a graphic 
designer cataloguers heaven), Mons 
Memorial Museum and BeCraft. Further 
afield there was a trip to Brussels to visit 
the Atonium, which was an out of this 
world building, alongside stopping off in 
the city centre for the Comic Museum and 
of course the restaurants and a view of the 
peeing boy fountain. Plenty of free time 
was planned in the itinerary to allow 
students to travel. Places such as 
Antwerp, Bruges, Tournai and Ghent were 
visited in Belgium, with others travelling 

further afield to Lille and Paris in France, 
Amsterdam in the Netherlands and even 
to Cologne in Germany. Travel being a 
particular highlight in the student feedback 

Photography and Media Trip 

As eight photography and media students 
(and two lecturers) gathered at the airport 
for an inhumanely early morning flight 
you’d be forgiven for not realising they 
were still in Edinburgh. The talk was 
shades and suntan lotion and the late 
March sunshine would follow them all the 
way to Belgium. 

A quick flight to Brussels Charleroi and 
bus transfers went without a hitch. The 
only stalling of progress was an overly 
long stand at a taxi rank that wasn’t 
actually a taxi rank. Turns out the 
language learning apps’ repetition of “le 
chat” (the cat) wasn’t going to get them 
very far. But those initial misinterpretations 
soon turned into effortless use of French 
with greeting, responding, ordering, asking 
for directions all uttered in the native 
tongue. There was even a fleeting affiance 
with Flemish on a trip to Brugge.  

The main order of business came upon 
them quickly. The first Monday saw a trip 
to HelHa College to be presented with 
information on style, history, tone and the 
vibe of a local brewery – Brasserie Du 
Borinage. The students set about devising 
concepts, scripts, shot-lists, mock ups. It 
was somewhat frantic with day one of 
principal shooting the next day. What 
followed was a full-on dive into the 
pressured environment of a professional 
shoot. The students exemplified calm, 
focus, determination and professionalism 
while gathering their shots. 

One day later, while the students 
remained at home-base-hotel logging and 
editing, the lecturers delivered four by two-
hour workshops to Belgian students. 
Using some of the footage from the 
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previous day the Belgian students, 
charged with completing an edit within that 
timeframe, excelled in their focus and 
dedication.  

On the Friday (sheesh, what a turnaround) 
the students presented their work to the 
grandees of HelHa college and the 
brewery. The brewery owners barely 
contained their excitement. They knew 
they had ‘won a watch’ having this 
promotional material produced for them. 
Some of the product photography is 
shown below, exhibited on a wall in our 
creative industries corridor on Stirling 
campus, and you can see the finished 
video on the River Studio Youtube 
channel.  

Fourteen days flew by and as they all 
landed back to a gloomy Edinburgh airport 
there was a mood to match. Glad to be 
home, sure, but an understanding that a 
once in a lifetime experience was over. 
Their use of French and Flemish may now 
be fleeting but the memories and 
experiences will last forever.  

 

What the students gained 

It cannot be underestimated the amount 
gained by the students in taking part in the 
Turing Scheme trip to Belgium. The 
following provides a quick snapshot with 
feedback from our students. 

Acceptance 

Our students are already very accepting of 
each other and travelling on this 

experience really showcased this. Peer 
support was evident from checking in and 
security at the airport all the way through 
to sharing travelling information, places to 
visit and places to avoid (one chippy in 
particular). Students were sharing 
accommodation and this created new 
learning for most that currently live at 
home, learning to accept someone else in 
your space and share together in 
harmony. It was not always easy but new 
friendships bloomed alongside supporting 
each other whenever someone was 
feeling down or homesick. 

“I got to spend a lot of time 
bonding with classmates I 
otherwise didn’t talk to due to 
anxiety, and as a result I made a 
lot of good friends. We got to hang 
out with each other at the hotel 
almost every night, and I’ll never 
forget the fun I had with them!” 

Confidence 

Students gained confidence in many 
ways. Some students had not travelled 
abroad before, some students had not 
been on a plane before, some students 
had not used another language before 
and some students had not stayed in a 
hotel before sharing rooms. Some 
problems did happen in all the above but 
overall students gained experience in 
different ways. Some students learned 
how to wash their clothes in a laundrette in 
French; some learned how to use a 
different currency; some learned how to 
navigate maps; some learned how to get 
on with others when having to be part of a 
small group for two weeks; some gained 
confidence to travel; and some learned 
how to appreciate home. All building 
confidence in many different but amazing 
ways. 

“I got to explore a country I would 
otherwise not have been able to in 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GaQ-el8uAs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GaQ-el8uAs
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an area I didn’t even know about. It 
was a hidden gem with lots to see 
and do, and the trips we took each 
week gave me the chance to bond 
more with my classmates and see 
the sights!” 

Friendships 

Many students did not know each other 
before the trip, either through sitting in 
different places in the classroom or being 
in different classes such as photography 
and media with little crossover. The media 
project allowed students to share skills 
and experiences with each other where 
they might not have crossed paths in the 
college building before. Alongside getting 
to know each other better as peers the 
students also got to know the lecturers 
more, seeing us as people rather than just 
classroom robots. 

“I found it to be a great balance of 
work, exploration and bonding. I 
think that the work we had to do 
was difficult but exciting and there 
was more than enough time to still 
have fun and explore Belgium. I 
also found it really nice to be able 
to bond with my classmates and 
lecturers as well as meeting some 
new people along the way in the 
photographers.” 

Experience 

Experiencing teaching from another point 
of view allowed the students to evaluate 
the teaching methods used in Forth Valley 
College against the methods used in 
HelHa. The students enjoyed their project 
in HelHa but in graphic design some found 
the stricter approach to not be 
encouraging of their creativity and 
struggled with the language barrier as a 
Belgian lecturer used an interpreter. New 
skills were developed in digital programs 
as well as starting a project which could 
be developed further into course work on 

return. The approach of working with new 
lecturers also allowed students to think 
about working with clients and the different 
methods that they will come up against in 
industry. 

Experience of travelling was highest on 
the list of feedback with students able to 
use the central location in Europe to visit 
multiple places in the two weeks. Due to 
being central in Mons travel was also 
affordable and students learned about 
different ticket types to get around in the 
best way.  

“The trip gave the experience of 
studying in another country, getting 
acquainted with another culture 
and values, broadening the outlook 
and awareness of modern creative 
trends.” 

What the lecturers gained 

Looking at the three elements of the 
Professional Standards for Lecturers in 
Scotland (GTC Scotland, 2020) there is 
clear evidence of what we as lecturers 
gained from this experience. 

Professional Values 

1.1 Students at the centre provides key 
values attributed to this trip: understanding 
student need, evaluating student 
contribution to the projects completed in 
Belgium, developing learning relationships 
based on mutual respect and integrity, 
inclusiveness, safety and wellbeing. The 
experience created an innovative learning 
experience for the students and for the 
lecturers involved too through teaching 
internationally and sharing good practice 
with Belgian staff. Through leadership in 
learning lecturers empowered students to 
engage and achieve in the experience, 
taking responsibility for their own learning 
whether that be travel, working with 
others, building new skills, managing a 
new language or simply taking themselves 
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out of their comfort experience in a new 
place. Teaching within a new context 
allowed the lecturers to critically reflect on 
their own practice and methods used in 
Scotland. Collaborating with the external 
partner of HelHa and the brewery provided 
an excellent learning opportunity gaining 
professional knowledge alongside 
supporting quality processes of how and 
what we currently teach.  

Professional Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Understanding a new cultural educational 
landscape allowed lecturers to challenge 
themselves to create new teaching 
projects within subject specific areas. 
Theories and approaches had to be 
adapted to teaching a larger cohorts of 
Belgian students, also taking into account 
the differing levels of English language 
within the group. Meeting the needs of 
both our students studying abroad and the 
Belgian cohorts of students was key to 
creating an inclusive learning 
environment. Technology played a role in 
both projects creating industry situations 
to give students practical experience to 
take forward to working in the creative 
industry. Allowing students the space to 
self-evaluate their learning needs and 
support them was critical in a space where 
they were learning in a different context, 
consciously in the project space or 
unconsciously through travel and culture. 
Recognising the importance of students as 
partners again allowed recognition of the 
contributions they make towards 
improving the learning environment and 
our own development as lecturers, as well 
as the creative outputs produced. 

Professional Practice 

After taking part in such an amazing 
experience, it would be hard not to reflect 
critically on our own practice and the 
impact of this trip on the student 

experience. Students came back renewed, 
new friendships formed helping to build 
classroom peer learning and gaining 
opportunities for shared practice with our 
Belgium counterparts. One observation 
was that we are inclusive of all ages, 
allowing opportunities for everyone to 
come back to education as mature 
students – something that was missing in 
Belgium. We also provide our students 
with technology to learn, again a focus on 
inclusion ensuring all students have 
access to the same resources, building on 
the needs of our diverse students’ 
population. 

Conclusion 

What can the conclusion be. It can surely 
be summed up by this quote from one of 
our students. 

“Sitting in the brewery after a long 
day's work just chilling out, drinking 
some beer all having fun listening 
to music as the sun set couldn't 
have written it if you tried.” 
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